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u.s General Accountine Office 

GAO Survey of NPL-Ehgnbile Sites U S. EPA 

lntroductmn 

The U S General Accountmg Office (GAO) 
exammes issues for the US Congress We are 
conducting a review of contaminated sites that are 
considered NPL ehg1ble That 1s these sites are 
found to be ehg1ble for placement on the National 
Pnont1es List (NPL) after a site inspectmn by the 
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) As 
part of our review we are sending surveys to all 
EPA regions to request information on the 
ind1v1dual sites located in their region We are 
assessing the hkehhood that sites will be placed on 
the NPL and the act1v1t1es that are occumng to 
mitigate contammatmn at these sites 

Thts questionnaire asks about l of 3 000 NPL 
ehgtble sites nat1onw1de (as of October 8 l 997) 
In this quest1onna1re we ask for mfonnat1on 
contamed m your site mspect1on records We are 
sending a s1m1lar survey to the appropnate 
state/temtory/tnbe to gam its perspective and to 
obtam add1t1onal mfonnat1on that they might have 
Therefore 1t 1s not necessary to consult with the 
state temtory or tnbe smce they are also 
prov1dmg site mformat1on to us Please have the 
most appropnate EPA staff fill out the 
questionnaire for the stte indicated on the label 

Your response within 21 days of receiving this 
survey will help us avoid costly follow ups If the 
self addressed business reply envelope 1s m1ssmg 
please return the questionnaire to the following 
address 

U S General Accounting Office 
Attn Vincent Pnce 
441 G Street NW Room 2T23 
Washington DC 20548 

If you have any questions please call Vince Pnce 
at (202) 512 6529 

Thank you for your assistance 

EPA Region 6 Records Ctr 

11111111~111m11111111111111111111111 
343674 

Sate name and location 

KANEY TRANSPORTATION 
7222 CUNNINGSHAM ROAD 
ROCKFORD IL 61102 

CERcus # ILD064006901 
GAO# 1927 A 

Please fill out the following in case we need 
to contact the person completing this survey 

Name 

Phone 

2 Please answer each question below to 
detennme whether this site should be mcluded m 
our survey (Please circle answers) 

a Is site deferred to RCRA or the 
Nuclear Regulatory Comm1ss1on? 

b Is sites prehmmary Hazardous 
Rankmg System score below 
28 5? 

c Is site now designated as no 
further remedial act10n planned 
(NFRAP)? 

d Is site now addressed as part 
of an ex1stmg NPL site? 

e Is site proposed for the NPL? 

Yes~ 

Ye~ 

Ye~ 

Ye~ 

3 Dtd you answer yes for any item above? 
(Check one) 

2 

[ ] Yes > Please stop here and return 
this survey to us 

No > Please continue with survey 



• 
Plmse note Because we don't know whose 
mf ormatlon 1s most current, we are also 
askmg the state/terr1tory/tr1be for answers 
to Questions 4 8, 13-15, 17, and 19 So, 1f 
you do not have the mformatmn for those 
questions, there 1s no need to contact the 
state/terratory/trabe for the answers 

Effects of site s contammat1on 

4 How doe~ contammat1on at this site affect 
groundwater? (Check one) 

[ Ii' Actual contammat1on 

2 Potential contammat1on 

3 No potential or actual contamination 
1denttfied 

4 ] Need more mformat1on to answer 

5 ] Other ( Please explam ) 

5 How does contammat1on at this sue affect 
drinking water (surface water or groundwater 
sources)? (Check one) 

[ "1' Actual contammat1on 

2 Potential contammat1on 

3 ] No potent1dl or actual contammat1on 
1dent1f1ed 

4 Need more mformat1on to answer 

5 Other ( Please exp/am ) 

2 

Site cond1t1ons 

6 Are there any residents or regular employees 
w1thm OS miles of the site? (Check one) 

[ Residents only 

2 Employees only 

3 [ v{'" Both residents and employees 

4 [ Neither residents nor employees 

5 Need more mformatwn to answer 

6 [ Other (Please explain ) 
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7 Do your region s records and/or your knowledge of the site md1cate that this site & a:;,, hi- mn cofttnbuteS 
to any of the following? (Check one for each row) 

Yes No Uncertain Ole::rprl!!i:111le exp/am ) 
(Check one for each row) (I) (2) (3) "" 

Dnnkmg water 

a Residents are advised not to use their 
wells v 
b Residents are advised to use filtered 

V water 

C Residents are advised to use bottled ✓ :.PRPi.,~ 
water 

d Water supply 1s temporanly changed ✓ 
Water supply 1s permanently V 

r'lL,u; ~.,,,,,,, 1/1 
e ·----
changed 1q1, 

Other uses of water 

f L1ve!>tock dnnk contaminated water 
v-

g Crops are 1mgated with v contaminated water 

h Fish could be unsafe to eat 

v-
I Fish plants or animals are 

~ sick/dying 

J Reueat1on 1s stopped or restricted v 
(e g fishing swimming) 

k Residents workers etc use water 
that falls to meet water quality standards v (e g for bathing watering vegetable 
gardens or landscaping) 

3 
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• 
( Check one for each row ) 

S011/a1r 

1 Residents/others should avoid 
exposure to contammated dust or other 
particulates on some days 

m Residents are advised not to let 
children play/dig m their yards 

n Fences/bamers/s1gns are erected to 
keep residents or others out of 
contaminated areas 

0 Obnox10us odors are present 

Other cond1tmns 

p Trespassers including children may 
come mto direct contact with 
contaminants 

q Workers or other legitimate v1s1tors 
may come mto duect contact with 
contaminants 

r Inst1tut1onal restncttons are necessary 
because of the sites contamination (for 
example a deed restnct10n hmtts the 
property to mdustnal use or a legal hm1t 
1s placed on well depth) 

s Res1dents/commumty have concerns 
about contammauon or potential health 
effects caused by this site 

Yes No 
(I) (2) 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

4 

Uncertain 
(3) 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Other ( Please exp/am ) 
(4) 

I ,, 



EPA activity at the site 

8 Has EPA overseen or funded any of the 
following act1V1t1es at this sue? (Check all that 
apply) 

[ ] Removing waste from the sue 

2 [ ] Tak.mg other mtenm actions to 
m1t1gate the sites contammallon 

3 [ ] Constructing final cleanup 

4 [ Other ( Please specify ) 

5 [ ~one of the above 
> Slap to Question JO 

9 In what calendar year did the above site 
act1V1t1es begm? (See previous question) (Enter 
two digits) 

19 ___ _ 

State/territonal/tnbal activity at site 

10 Has the state/temtonaVtnbal agency 
part1c1pated m evaluatmg and assessmg thts site 
(e g gathenng mformat1on hmng contractors)? 
(Check one) 

[0 Yes 

2 [ No 

3 [ ] Don t know 

11 Has EPA/unded any assessment actlVlttes by 
the state/teo/ry/tnbe at this site? (Check one) 

I [VJ Yes 

2 [ ] No 

3 ] Don r J..now 

5 

Site risk 9 

12 Please rate the cu"ent nsk to human health 
and the environment posed by this sue (Check 
one) 

[ ] Very high nsk 

2 [ J Htgh 

3 [ ] Average 

4 [ ] Low 

5 [ J Very low nsk 

6 [ ] Too early to telVNeed more 
mformauon to answer 

7 [ ✓other ( Please exp/am ) 

13 Please rate the potentral nsk to human 
health and the environment posed by this site tf n 
1s not cleaned up (Check one) 

[ 1 Very high nsk 

2 [ ] Htgh 

3 [ Average 

4 [ ] Low 

5 [ J Very low nsk 

6 [ ] Too early to telVNeed more 
mformatton to answer 

7 [ ✓o'ther ( Please exp/am ) 
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Status of site cleanup 

14 As of September 30 1997 will more cleanup 
be needed at this site to protect human health or 
the environment? (Check one) 

[ Defimtely yes 

2 [ ] Probably yes 

3 [ L{' Uncerta1D 

4 ] Probably no 

5 Defimtely no 

6 Cannot say depends on future spread 
of contammatwn 

7 [ ] Too early to tell/Need more 
1Dformauon to answer 

8 [ ] Other ( Please exp/am ) 

15 Is cleanup currently under way that will 
complete all remediation needed at this site to 
protect human health and the environment? 
(Check one) 

2 

3 

4 

Yes 

No 

[ v('cleanup 1s under way but 1t 1s too 
early to tell 1f more will be needed 

[ ] Other ( Please exp/am ) 

6 

PRP mvolvement at sate 

16 If you expect part1c1pat1on by potentially 
responsible parties (PRPs) ID this sites cleanup 
under what program(s) would this act1V1ty occur? 
(Check all that apply) 

17 

[ Do not expect PRP part1c1patwn 

2 [ ] CERCLA after placement on NPL 

3 CERCLA without placement on 
NPL 

4 

5 

6 

7 

[ ] RCRA (mclud1Dg delegated to state) 

[ /istate/temtonal/tnbal program 

[ ✓Too early to tell/Need more 
1Dformat1on to answer 

[ ] Other (Please specify ) 

Which one of the followmg best descnbes 
IDVOlvement of PRPs at this site? (Check one) 

No PRP hkely (orphan site etc) 

2 [ PRP(s) 1dent1fied but viab1hty 1s 
uncerta1D 

3 [ ] PRP(s) 1dent1f1ed but cooperatton 1s 
uncertam 

4 [ ✓PRP(s) will part1c1pate ID sites 
cleanup but extent of part1c1pat1on 
uncertam 

5 [ ] PRP(s) hkely to clean up all or 
almost all of site,; contammatlon 

6 [ ] PRP(s) have already begun final 
cleanup and are expected to fund all 
or almost all of tt 

7 [ ] Too early to tell/Need more 
mformat1on to answer 

8 [ ] Other (Plea~e specify ) 

l 



\ l 

l 

Opiruons on site's placement on NPL 

18 Constdenng EPA records and your 
profess10nal opinion will this site eventually be 
placed on the NPL? ( Check one ) 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Definitely yes 

Probably yes 

Uncertain 

( 1 Probably no 

( 1 Definitely no 

( ] Contammatwn no longer qualifies site 
for placement on the NPL 

[ ~o early to tell/Need more 
mfonnatton to answer 

[ ] Other ( Please exp/am ) 

7 

19 In your professional opm1on which one of 
the following seems to be the most l,kely 
outcome for this site? (Check only one) 

Cleanup as an NPL site 

2 [ No NPL hstmg but EPA conducts 
or oversees cleanup (RCRA 
removal etc ) 

3 

4 

5 

6 

[ ] No NPL hstmg but the state/ 
temtory/tnbe conducts or oversees 
cleanup (enforcement voluntary 
cleanup state funded cleanup etc ) 

[ ] No cleanup conducted because not 
needed to protect human health and 
the environment 

[ ] Further cleanup action 1s needed but 
will not be conducted (due to 
hm1ted resources other pnonttes 
etc) 

[ /4 early to tell/Need more 
mformatton to answer 

7 [ ] Other ( Please describe ) 

• 



... 

20 In your opimon to what extent does each of the followmg statements currently explam why this site has not 
already been proposed for the NPL? (Check one for each row) 

MaJor Moderate Minor Not a No bas,s 
(Check one for each row) factor factor factor factor to Judge 

(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

a We consider the state/terntonal/tnbal program to 
✓ ✓ have the lead for the site 

b The state/terntory/tnbe told EPA that It plans to 
V conduct or oversee cleanup 

C The state/terntory/tnbe is already conducting or V overseeing further cleanup or assessment 

d State/terntory/tnbe 1s waiting for resources to ✓ proceed with cleanup/further assessment ,-

e We are waiting for the state/terntory/tnbe to / provide necessary mformat10n 

f EPA s assessment resources are hmtted l// 

g EPA s resources for pJaung sues on the NPL are 
v" hm1ted 

h EPA s cleanup resources are hm1ted i/ 
I The state/terntory/tnbe is opposmg inclusion on ,/ the NPL 

J The local govemment/commumty 1s opposing ✓ inclusion on the NPL 

k We expect the site to be deferred to RCRA t/ 
I Our removal program 1s workmg on the site v 
m We are wa1tmg for a federal agency (as PRP) to v provide necessary mformallon 

n We need to collect more information on the ✓ current nsk at this site 

0 Site 1s awaiting expanded site inspection (ESI) ✓ 
p Site 1s undergoing ESI ✓ 

q Hazardous rankmg system (HRS) package / preparation 1s underway 

r Placing site on NPL 1s low pnonty because 
contamination does not currently threaten humans or ✓ 
the environment 

s We are waiting for a letter from the governor J 
supporting placement on the NPL 

8 
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21 For each contaminant lasted below please md1cate the media m which 1t 1s present at this site 
the site inspection records For the contaminants that are not present or not assessed check box I 

accordmg to 
Contaminant 

not prei;ent/not as!ie'i!ied ( Check all that apply ) 

(I) (2) 
Co11tammant 
not present/ Air 
not assessed 

a Metals 

b Pest1c1des 

C voes 

d SVOCs 

e PCBs 

f D1oxm 

g Other 

Abbrev1auons 

voes 
SVOCs 
PCBs 

volatile organic compounds 
sem1volattle organic compounds 

polychlonnated b1phenyls 

(3) (4) (5) (6) 
Surface Other (mcl 

S01I Groundwater water sediment 
biota) 

y v--
/ v 

9 
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.22 What is the approximate calendar year of the 
most recent mformatton that you used to answer 
this survey? ( Check one ) 

1 { ] 1990 or earher 

2 1991 

3 { vr 1992 

4 1993 

5 { ] 1994 

6 1995 

7 { ] 1996 

8 1997 

9 ] Other ( Please exp/am ) 

23 Please consider the information i.ources that 
you used to complete this survey and indicate the 
category below that most closely fits your 
s1tuauon (Check one) 

I 

[ v') Used site records only have no other 
expenence with this site 

2 [ ] Used my own knowledge of this site 
and site records as needed 

3 [ ] Other ( Please exp/am ) 

)0 

24 Thank you for your assistance with this 
survey You may use the space below to add 
comments 


